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Department of Business Administration
Report on Pre-book Inauguration Program- “Kayantar”.

1. Event Name: Pre-book Inauguration Program- “Kayantar”.
2. Organized by: MAJMC Department

3. Day and Date: Wednesday, 17" December 2025

4. Venue: Sant Dnyaneshwar Hall

5. Resource Person: Ms. Rashmi Padwad and Anchal Verma

6. Objectives of the Program:
e To create awareness about gender sensitisation and gender diversity among students.
e To promote understanding of gender equality and gender parity in society and
workplaces.
e To sensitise students towards the lived experiences and struggles of transgender
individuals.
e To encourage empathy, inclusivity, and respectful attitudes among youth.

7. Audience:
The session was organised for students of FYBBA and FYBBA-IB, who actively
participated in the programme.

8. Number of Participants:
A total of 74 students attended the session.

9. Brief description of the event:
The Department of Journalism and Mass Communication (MAJMC) organized a Gender
Sensitization Session based on the book Kayantar, authored by Ms. Rashmi Padwad, with
the objective of fostering awareness and dialogue on issues related to gender identity,
inclusivity, and equality. Students from BBA and BBA-IB attended the session and
benefited from the insightful discussion.

Ms. Rashmi Padwad spoke about the core themes of her book, with special focus on the
central character Anchal Verma, who is portrayed as a transgender individual.
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The author sensitively described Anchal Verma’s struggles while growing up, including
experiences of social exclusion, lack of acceptance, identity challenges, and emotional
distress faced due to rigid gender norms.

Through Anchal Verma’s journey, the speaker highlighted the importance of gender
sensitization, stressing how awareness and education can help reduce discrimination and
foster gender equality and gender parity. The session emphasized that true equality can
only be achieved when society acknowledges and respects diverse gender identities.

Anchal Verma also shared her fair share of struggles while growing up. Her battle
reflected her will power and never giving up attitude. She was persistent and strong
headed and through her experiences she highlighted the impact of social conditioning on
gender roles, challenges faced by a transgender in society, importance of self-respect,
confidence, and voice

The discussion further addressed the role of families, educational institutions, and media
in shaping perceptions about gender. Real-life reflections and narratives from the book
helped students understand the realities faced by transgender individuals and the urgent
need for an inclusive mindset.

An interactive question-and-answer session followed, where BBA and BBA-IB students
actively engaged with the resource person, sharing their thoughts and seeking clarity on
issues related to gender identity, social responsibility, and inclusivity. The session created
a thoughtful and empathetic learning environment.

10. Learning Outcome:

e Students developed a clear understanding of gender sensitisation and gender
diversity.
Awareness regarding gender equality and gender parity was enhanced.
Students gained insight into the challenges faced by transgender individuals.
The session encouraged inclusive thinking, empathy, and respectful behaviour.
Literature was recognised as a powerful medium for social awareness and change.
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Principal Dr. Kishor Nikam, Anchal Verma, Ms. Rashmi Padwad, Author of
Kalantar along with Prof. Santosh Shenai during the session on gender sensitisation.
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